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Lehigh Gap Bridge Was An
Impressive Railroad Project

February 01, 1993 | by RALPH KREAMER, The Morning Call

The most ambitious railroad construction project of this century in Carbon County was the building of the Lehigh and New
England Railroad Co. bridge at Lehigh Gap in 1911-12.

The completion of the lofty 1,076 foot long span marked one of the railroad's most important expansions. It directly linked
Panther Valley coal fields with New England markets. More than a year and a half's work was required before the bridge
was officially opened.

VALUABLE ALBUM

Many interesting pictorial details of Lehigh Gap, its roads and progress of the bridge can be found in photographs taken
by the late F.W. Gilcreast, division engineer. His album was the most valued possession of William Beibleheimer of New
Ringgold R.2, a veteran section foreman for the L&NE. It is believed to contain one of the most complete pictorial records
of the project.

The old Lehigh Gap dirt road is shown in the right foreground. At the time, the road, the predecessor of Route 29 and now
Route 248, ran east of the Central Railroad of New Jersey's main line and crossed under its tracks then ran for some
distance between the Lehigh River and the Jersey Central. Today the present route is entirely east of and parallel to the
tracks. The present roadway is a far cry from the smooth, blacktopped road now running through Lehigh Gap.

The photograph also shows some fine details of the construction in the background. Four large piers are visible as well as
the two completed steel sections of the top span. The "traveler" used to erect the beams is in the middle of the lower
framework. In the extreme background, on the mountain top, is the renowned General Marshall mansion, which overlooks
Palmerton.

The construction of the bridge interrupted a rather unusual enterprise run by a Slatington barber, Charles Semmel. When
the rock formations were blasted away for eastern abutments, considerable damage was done to a fine deposit of stone
used to hone razors and other sharpening purposes.

The deposit of this gray stone, owned by Semmel, was said to be of excellent quality. He sold the stone as a venture in
addition to his barber trade. When Semmel claimed damages from the railroad, he was awarded a $10,000 settlement for
his loss of a large portion of the stone deposit.

DERAILED TRAIN

After the bridge was completed and the first official cars passed over the span, a rather amusing incident is recalled by
veteran L&NE men.

On July 24, 1912, the first train carrying railroad and company officials went over the 106-foot high bridge. This initial run
was destined for Tamaqua, but never got that far. A short distance from the bridge, the train jumped the newly laid track.

The chagrined officials were forced to leave the train, and with much less enthusiasm than on the start of their journey,
walked to Bowmanstown, and took a Jersey Central passenger train back to the main offices in Bethlehem.

About 10 days later the second train crossed the bridge and made a successful run to Tamaqua. William "Jesse" James
of Lansford was conductor for that historic trip.
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SERIES = CARBON COUNTY PANORAMA ------ PART OF A CONTINUING SERIES ------ PANORAMA NO. 182
ORIGINALLY RAN JULY 7, 1957, IN THE SUNDAY CALL-CHRONICLE ------ WHILE CARBON COUNTY CELEBRATES
ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR, THE MORNING CALL IS REPUBLISHING SELECTED STORIES FROM A
POPULAR HISTORICAL SERIES FROM THE 1950S. CALLED CARBON COUNTY PANORAMA, THE SERIES WAS
WRITTEN BY RALPH KREAMER AND APPEARED WEEKLY IN THE SUNDAY CALL-CHRONICLE FROM JANUARY
1954 THROUGH DECEMBER 1959. KREAMER, WHO WOR

More:

High school football not the attendance giant it A list of Ben Franklin's inventions, discoveries

used to be
Inside Amazon's Warehouse

The Morning Call Sports Calendar
Why do my bell peppers have spots?

Tonsil cancer is dangerous but treatable if
caught early

T]_]E h;IORNING C}lLL Index by Keyword | Index by Date | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service

Please note the green-lined linked article text has been applied commercially without any involvement
from our newsroom editors, reporters or any other editorial staff.

http://articles.mcall.com/1993-02-01/news/2904916_1_central-railroad-bridge-lehigh-gap[8/20/2016 7:25:53 AM]


http://articles.mcall.com/keywords
http://articles.mcall.com/1993/feb/01
http://www.mcall.com/privacy/
http://www.mcall.com/tos/
http://articles.mcall.com/2013-08-31/travel/mc-ben-franklin-accomplishments-0901-20130831_1_daylight-savings-time-discoveries-long-arm
http://articles.mcall.com/2011-09-18/news/mc-allentown-amazon-complaints-20110917_1_warehouse-workers-heat-stress-brutal-heat
http://articles.mcall.com/2011-08-26/features/mc-bell-pepper-spots-20110826_1_bell-peppers-blossom-end-rot-plant
http://articles.mcall.com/2010-08-31/sports/mc-hs-football-tab-groller-20100830_1_football-tickets-jim-pokrivsak-lafayette-college-s-fisher-stadium
http://articles.mcall.com/2010-08-31/sports/mc-hs-football-tab-groller-20100830_1_football-tickets-jim-pokrivsak-lafayette-college-s-fisher-stadium
http://articles.mcall.com/2012-07-07/sports/all-sports-calendar_1_tee-times-free-helmets-sports-calendar
http://articles.mcall.com/2000-12-03/news/3330016_1_oral-cancer-tonsil-head-and-neck-cancers
http://articles.mcall.com/2000-12-03/news/3330016_1_oral-cancer-tonsil-head-and-neck-cancers

	mcall.com
	Lehigh Gap Bridge Was An Impressive Railroad Project - tribunedigital-mcall


	JlY29tbWVuZCZmb250PXRhaG9tYQA=: 
	form0: 
	button3: 




